There is something extremely fascinating in the idea of immediately reducing an angular curvature and at one blow removing a deformity which otherwise must leave the patient a hunchback for life, and when we are assured on competent authority that the thing has been done in a large number of cases and that accidents have been but few, the temptation is strong to go and do likewise, notwithstanding certain warnings given by the surgical instinct. We hope, however, that surgeons will not rush this matter, but will proceed with much caution until we know much more than we do at present in regard to the final results.
Putting on one side, however, all question of after consequences, it is a great fact that the thing can be done at all, and we hardly know which is the most surprising?the small amount of force which is in some oases required to bring the Bpine back to its position, or the fact that the patient escapes immediate and very serious injury from the large amount of force which in some cases is found necessary. The matter will come up at another meeting of the Olinical Society for that further consideration which it well deserves. The method is a most interesting and important one, but, before it meets with general approval, we ought to know much more than we do as to the choice of cases and as to the ultimate results. In the meantime, it may be well to consider whether it does not teach that we ought to take far more pains than is at all usual to prevent the occurrence of distortion during the whole progress of the disease. The old idea that the production of angular curvature is but a step in the cure of the disease may require some modification.
